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Thurrock Older Peoples’ Parliament

Minutes of the meeting held on 

23rd January 2018, at the Beehive, Grays

	Present:

Gerry Calder – Co-Chair – TOFF/Future East

Ian Evans – Thurrock Coalition

Karen Haltham – Thurrock Coalition (minutes)

Eve Dymond – TOFF (B.U.G.)
Brian D’Arcy – TOFF
Glynis Pettit – Individual
John Pettit - Individual

Pam Finn - Individual
Mary Hurrell - Individual
John Guest - Individual
Joyce Guest - Individual
Chris Reid – Individual
Christine Keeble – TOFF

R Lyth

Sarah Turner – Thurrock Council

Johanna Knight

Peter Knight


	Key: 

TOFF – Thurrock Over Fifties Forum

BUG – Bus Users Group

U3A – University of the 3rd Age

Cariads – Carers Information & Advice Service 

SCOOT – Stanford-le-Hope Older Peoples Club

FE – Future East (The Regional Forum on Ageing)

EOPPG – Essex Older Peoples Partnership Board

EPUT – Essex Partnership University Trust

TAA - Thurrock Asian Association

TDN – Thurrock Diversity Network

CAB – Citizens Advice Bureau

ACT – Age Concern Thurrock 

HWT – Healthwatch Thurrock

HWWB – Health & Wellbeing Board

NEA - National Energy Action

ECO - Energy Company Obligation
Apologies:

Les Billingham – Co-Chair – Thurrock Council

C Thomas – TOFF

Yash Gupta

John Moynihan


	Item No.
	Subject
	By

	1.
	Welcome & Introductions

Gerry thanked everyone for attending the meeting today.  Introductions were made.
	

	2.

3.
	Minutes of Last Meeting and matters arising 
The minutes were read and agreed as a true record.

Proposed by:          Christine Keeble
Seconded by:         Chris Reid
Matters Arising:

Item 4 – Updates - Thurrock Over Fifties Forum (TOFF) – Big Energy Saving Network – joint project with Thurrock Coalition fighting fuel poverty, awaiting to see if we can run the project for another year.  Government state that if paying more than 10% of pension income out on fuel costs people are in “Fuel Poverty”.  
The Government are giving money to gas companies to install new boilers.
Item 4 – Updates - Thurrock Council confirmed Careline is now FREE for those who are over 75; in receipt of Adult Social Care; or Thurrock Council Tenant.  Refunds have started to be implemented.

Item 4 – Updates – Thurrock Coalition – Lasting Power of Attorney service is still available via Thurrock Centre for Independent Living. 
 
	

	4.

	UPDATES

Thurrock Over Fifties Forum (TOFF) – Gerry Calder

· Older Peoples’ Conference in November went well, numbers were down from around 300 to 156, although the TV programme Flog It were filming at the Tilbury Cruise Terminal which may have affected attendance.
· TOFF has been well attended, had Christmas Party with funds raised from raffles at the monthly meetings.  Not had confirmation of funding for this year as yet.
Age Concern Thurrock – Glynis Pettit 
Sad to report that due to lack of volunteers Age Concern Thurrock has now closed.  They had been instrumental in assisting people to complete benefit forms and Attendance Allowance and had helped people gain £200,000+ in benefit.  A healthy balance was transferred to Age UK in Essex with the stipulation it was to be used for advice for people within Thurrock.  

Eve Dymond, on behalf of everyone would like to thank Glynis for all her hard work.  
Age UK Essex, based in Chelmsford 01245 346106.
Thurrock Coalition – Ian Evans
· LPAs (Lasting Power of Attorney) are still available via TCIL (Thurrock Centre for Independent Living) free of charge.  There are two, one for Health and Welfare and one for Finance, there is a cost to register each one with the Office of the Public Guardian, depending on income status there could be a 50% reduction or the cost be waived.  To book an appointment please call Kelly on 01375 389864.
· NHS Consultation – Your Care in the Best Place the reconfiguring of local hospitals and the future of Orsett Hospital. Two discussion events will be held at the Civic Hall, Blackshots Lane, Grays on Wednesday 24th January 2018, 6.30 – 8.30 pm and Tuesday 6th March 2018.  Ian will be hosting an Event in the Beehive at the end of February, he will cascade information via Gerry.

	

	5.
	Market Position Statement – Sarah Turner

Sarah Turner presented the Market Position Statement for the next five years to those present.
The Market Position Statement is an important part of what a council must do to help to make sure that there are lots of different types of service and support available. 

Copy of presentation attached.

	Karen Haltham

	6.
	Comfort Break

	

	7.
	Market Position Statement – Easy Read Document Discussion and Feedback
Those present read through the document, discussion took place with the following comments:

· Transportation to medical appointments.  Hard to get to hospitals.  Ockendon area is the main issue.

· Aids and adaptations are important and keep people independent.

· Continuity of carer is the most important factor.

· Many older people do not use computers.  Information needs to be available in a written format.  Felt there were enough services but just cannot find the information to be able to access them as it is all on-line.
	

	8.
	Future Plans and  Any Other Business
Ian presented suggestions to refresh the Older Peoples’ Parliament to those present:
Aims:

· To involve/reach more people

· To gather peoples’ views, concerns, what would they like to hear, what would they like to happen?

Objectives:

· Work together

· Share information

· Make things happen

· Checking on progress

· Follow the Social Model of Disability

Membership:

· Older people

· Family members/relatives

· Carers

· Friends/people they know

· Neighbours

Frequency:

· 6 per annum?
· Venues?
· Smaller meetings – 1 hour duration?
· Hubs throughout Thurrock?
· Markets?
· Old Post Office?
· Health and Community Venues (LACs and CCG)?
Areas:

· Grays, Ockendon, Tilbury, Stanford?
Publicity and Participation:

· Online/virtual forum/discussion board?
· Discussions, contributions, surveys, polls, forms, slideshows?
· Showcase each board?
· Web/Social Media?
· Your Thurrock, Gazette Wrap Around?
Other things to consider:

· Admin – meeting records, moderation, topic feedback

· Risks – Limited attendance, Transport, Venue availability

Suggested “re-branding” – New Name:

“SPEAK UP FOR YOUR AGE IN THURROCK”?
The following comments/suggestion were made on the presentation.
· Concerns raised re transport to venues and parking facilities
· Minutes of the Older Peoples’ Parliament are on the Thurrock Coalition Website for the current year, older copies can be printed on request

· Invite Portfolio holder for ASC/Environment/Highways (parking) along to a meeting.

Those present felt the Beehive is central and easier for people in most areas within Thurrock to get to, although, bus passes cannot be used until after 9 am and therefore it can be a little tight to get to the venue for 10 am and it was suggested a 10.30 am start may enable more people to attend.  It was also suggested the meeting time be increased to 2½ hours!!
Advertising suggestions:

· Gazette wrap – expensive, does it get to everyone?
· Enquirer - how far does it reach?
ACTION:  All to bring any ideas/suggestions for Publicity and New Name to the next meeting.
Feel free to bring a friend along to meetings.

Dates of Future 2018 Meetings:

Tuesday 24th April 2018
4th Tuesday of the month - January, April, July and October
	Everyone
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