Thurrock Older Peoples Partnership Board – Minutes dated 18th July 2017
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Thurrock Older Peoples’ Parliament

Minutes of the meeting held on 

18th July 2017, the Beehive, Grays

	Present:

Les Billingham – Co-Chair – Thurrock Council

Gerry Calder – Co-Chair – TOFF/Future East

Ian Evans – Thurrock Coalition

Karen Haltham – Thurrock Coalition (minutes)

Eve Dymond – TOFF (B.U.G.)
Brian D’Arcy – TOFF
C Thomas – TOFF
Madeleine Kittle – U3A 
Glynis Pettit – Age Concern

Alf Ford – TOFF

Babs Ford – TOFF

Pamela Hines – Sheltered Housing
Ruby Summers – Befriending

Pam Finn – Individual

Mary Hurrell – Individual

Maureen Foster

Chris Reid – TOFF

Julia Wright – Thurrock Adult Community College


	Key: 

TOFF – Thurrock Over Fifties Forum

BUG – Bus Users Group

U3A – University of the 3rd Age

Cariads – Carers Information & Advice Service 

SCOOT – Stanford-le-Hope Older Peoples Club

FE – Future East (The Regional Forum on Ageing)

EOPPG – Essex Older Peoples Partnership Board

SEPT – South West Essex Primary Care Trust

TAA - Thurrock Asian Association

TDN – Thurrock Diversity Network

CAB – Citizens Advice Bureau

ACT – Age Concern Thurrock 

HWT – Healthwatch Thurrock

HWWB – Health & Wellbeing Board

NEA - National Energy Action

ECO - Energy Company Obligation

Apologies:

Terry Brown – TOFF, Tilbury Community Forum
Emily Middlemast – Age UK Essex


	Item No.
	Subject
	By

	1.
	Welcome & Introductions

Gerry thanked everyone for attending the meeting today.  Introductions were made.
	Les & Gerry

	2.

3.
	Minutes of Last Meeting and matters arising 
The minutes were read and agreed as a true record.

Proposed by:          Babs Ford
Seconded by:         Celia Thomas
Matters Arising:

There were no matters arising.
 
	

	4.

	UPDATES

Thurrock Over Fifties Forum (TOFF) – Gerry Calder
· Southend on Sea Future East meeting held on 27th June 2017, very well attended, Local Mayor attended, very good meeting.  Gerry also thanked Les for attended.  Southend are trying to emulate what we do here in Thurrock, they have a group but not an Older Peoples’ Parliament as yet.  

· Big Energy – Very successful project - Gerry thanked Ian for his hard work.
· Fighting Fuel Poverty – Smart Meters, Gerry will keep us updated re Grant Bids.

· Older Peoples’ Conference will be held in October 2017, suggested date is 11th October 2017 (TBC)
· Future East AGM is on 2nd October 2017, in Cambridge, if anyone would like to attend please let Gerry know.

· Looking for someone to do audio typing of archives, Les suggested timebank.
Age Concern – Glynis Pettit 
· Have been busy, but there is always a lull over the summer.
· In need of volunteers, various roles available – Les suggested Glynis contact Thurrock Council Volunteer – He will let Glynis know who to contact.  
Thurrock Council -  Les Billingham
· Careline – quite old traditional pendant that can be worn around the neck or on the wrist, hard wire pull cord not fit for purpose.  Thurrock Council trying to come up with a more modern device:

Private £17 pm, ASC user 92p pm Council tenant free.  There has been extensive research into monitors/alarms to keep older people well in their own home.  It was agreed at cabinet earlier this year for the new service to be essentially a free service, but did not anticipate how many people no longer have a landline telephone, which is needed, there could also be a cost for the calls of 25p which can mount up.  Thurrock will endeavour to negotiate a deal/subsidy with the telephone companies.  
Free of charge if fulfil the criteria:
· Over 75

· ASC user

· Thurrock Housing Tenant

Can be purchased if outside the criteria.

Thurrock are committed to this service being free of charge.

From July 2017 will be a free service to those meeting the above criteria.  Those who have paid for the financial year will receive 9 months refund, this will take time as will need to be done manually.  Those new to the service from April 2017 have received free of charge.  

Les will keep us up-to-date.

Thurrock is in the bottom 3rd of the lowest Council Tax in the country.

NHS fund for devices to prompt taking medication.  

Wardens – were reduced 3 years ago – now Sheltered Housing Officers, more for fairly independent older people and to encourage them to be independent.

Thurrock Coalition –
· Local Account Workshops on 10 key points has been discussed at TDN and will be presented at the Thurrock Disability Partnership Board on 21st September 201, 6 – 8 pm at the Beehive, all welcome to attend.
· Social Work interview days – community based tasks.  Have recently won an award from “Skills for Care”, anyone interested in being part of the interview days in the future please contact Ian.
· Lasting Power of Attorney - Ian has written an article and will be on the Office of the Public Guardian website.  Have assisted 158 people saving £800 each – total saving £120,800, future funding for this service has been secured.
· Awareness Raising for Carers by CARIADS:
27th July, 23rd August and 8th September 2017 10.30 to 12 noon at Crown House, Crown Road, Grays, FREE – to book a place contact Jill on 01375 659172.


	

	5.
	Thurrock Adult Community College (TACC) – Julia Wright
Julia is the Curriculum Manager at TACC and is here today to give details on what is on offer for older people at Thurrock Adult Community College.
Benefits of attending a course at TACC:

· Social intervention

· Learning a new skill

· Learning a new language

· To have fun.

Julia shared her story with those present.  

At the end of a course she attended the group did not want to stop meeting and had a coffee morning at TACC, and from this there have been more courses – mindfulness, confidence, charity event.

Julia has a brochure of the courses currently available from September 2017, if there is a course they do not run please call and if there is sufficient interest, normally 10 people to make a course viable.  There would be a nominal fee of £2.50.  Gerry reminded those present that TOFF do have a budget for training if anyone is interested.

TACC do work in the Community Hubs throughout the borough.

Please ask Julia for a brochure, TACC also use social media (facebook and twitter) for Life Long Learning.


	

	6.
	Comfort Break

	

	7.
	 Presentation on Recycling:
Kellee Buckthorpe-Evans:

Kellee gave a presentation to those present, points of interest were:

· Littering – if you see anyone littering and you are happy to give a witness statement please contact one of the Enforcement Officers – can issue £80 on the spot fine or if taken to court can be prosecuted and receive a £400 to £800 fine 

· We dispose of an average person’s body weight in rubbish over a 7 week period.

Those present played a short information game regarding what goes in what Wheelie Bin, those present were very well informed.

Celia Thomas – Please see attached 

The following comments were noted:

· We are the dirtiest country in Europe

· If paying private for rubbish to be taken away, ensure they have a Waste Carriers Licence as the rubbish could be fly tipped.

· Recycle bins have been removed from high rise flats as not everyone recycles and the bins then become contaminated.

· Ockendon do not have bottle bands, clothes banks etc.

· Cameras on the back of the Freighters (dust carts) are for health and safety of the staff.
· New Freighters will be purchased soon, current ones are 7-10 years old.

· Shredded paper can be placed in the blue wheelie bin

Thank you Kellee and Celia for your informative presentations


	

	8.
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The next meeting is due in October and may well form part of the Older Peoples’ Conference – date to be confirmed 

Feel free to bring a friend along to meetings.
Dates of Future 2018 Meetings:
4th Tuesday of the month - January, April, July and October
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