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Thurrock Older Peoples’ Parliament

Minutes of the meeting held on 

18th April 2017, the Beehive, Grays

	Present:

Les Billingham – Co-Chair – Thurrock Council

Gerry Calder – Co-Chair – TOFF/Future East

Ian Evans – Thurrock Coalition

Karen Haltham – Thurrock Coalition (minutes)

E Dymond – TOFF
Brian D’Arcy – TOFF
Terry Brown – TOFF, Tilbury Community Forum
C Keeble – TOFF
Olga Benson – TOFF
C Thomas – TOFF
Madeleine Kittle – U3A 
Glynis Pettit – Age Concern

D Kristiansen – Thurrock Council
Christine Morelad

Pamela Quilter – TOFF, TACC, U3A

Roy Pulfer – TOFF

Alf Ford – TOFF

Babs Ford – TOFF

Yash Gupta – Thurrock Asian Association


	Key: 

TOFF – Thurrock Over Fifties Forum

BUG – Bus Users Group

U3A – University of the 3rd Age

Cariads – Carers Information & Advice Service 

SCOOT – Stanford-le-Hope Older Peoples Club

FE – Future East (The Regional Forum on Ageing)

EOPPG – Essex Older Peoples Partnership Board

SEPT – South West Essex Primary Care Trust

TAA - Thurrock Asian Association

TDN – Thurrock Diversity Network

CAB – Citizens Advice Bureau

ACT – Age Concern Thurrock 

HWT – Healthwatch Thurrock

HWWB – Health & Wellbeing Board

NEA - National Energy Action

ECO - Energy Company Obligation

Apologies:

Ann Rush – Sparks
Bob Lythe

Ian Evans



	Item No.
	Subject
	By

	1.
	Welcome & Introductions

Gerry thanked everyone for attending the meeting today.  Introductions were made.
	Les & Gerry

	2.

3.
	Minutes of Last Meeting and matters arising 
The minutes were read and agreed as a true record.

Proposed by:   Brian D’Arcy
Seconded by:   Christine Keeble

Matters Arising:

There were no matters arising.
 
	

	4.

	Progress to date on the HWB Strategy and discussion on the theme of today’s meeting:
Darren introduced the Health and Wellbeing Strategy Goal E and progress so far to those present.  ACTION:  Karen to circulate a copy of the presentation along with the minutes.
	Karen Haltham


	5.
	Coffee Break.


	

	6.
	Group Discussion on the Theme of the Meeting: 
Thurrock Health and Wellbeing Strategy – Goal E – Healthier For Longer.  
Those present discussed Goal E and divided into groups to discuss.  ACTION:  Karen to circulate a copy of the feedback given along with the minutes.


	Karen Haltham

	7.
	UPDATES

Thurrock Over Fifties Forum (TOFF) – Gerry Calder

· 18th Annual General Meeting took place last week, Gerry has been re-elected as Chair
· Fuel energy fighting – 10% or more of a person’s pension is spent on fuel “fuel poverty”.  Southend on Sea 27th June – TOFFs Transport.
· Future East – meeting in Bedford, hoping to repeat in Southend on Sea – Karen look at TOFF Facebook
Age Concern – Glynis Pettit 
· Busy answering enquiries and form filling
· Helpdesk in South Ockendon becoming busy

· Need more volunteers

Thurrock Council -  Les Billingham
· There is more funding for Adult Social Care in the recent budget statement, this is very welcome but is only the tip of the iceberg.  Majority will go on homecare/residential care for older people the market is currently challenged, 3 out of 5 care organisations cannot make it pay.  Homecare agencies will have a rate increase, hopefully this will help to recruit and keep good carers.
· Decision made by Council in March to make pendant alarms a free service from 1st July 2017, at present working through how this will happen.  This device monitor’s people remotely, with an early response could reduce GP visits etc.  The pendant alarms will be assessment based and will have a need to be eligible, they can be paid for if do not have a qualifying need.

· Small equipment under £50, this is now an online self-assessment process and has reduced waiting from 18 weeks to 6-8 weeks.
· Clinical Commissioning Group run by GPs – NHS – wrote to 5 groups across South Essex and have got a joint committee.  

· Dilnot Report has been shelved until 2020.
Thurrock Coalition – in Ian Evans’ absence Karen read through his report to those present:
· LPA Champions Project – continuing to support.  The fee for each has now been reduced from £110 to £84.
· Big Energy Saving Network – the project has reacted 116 people, carried out 76 individual advice appointments and supported 14 people to switch, saving an annual total of £2,953.98.

· Nine Skills for Care Accolades presented for innovation and excellence in workforce development.  Thurrock Adult Social Care and Thurrock Coalition won the National Award for Best Recruitment Initiative, for the design of recruitment and assessment days for Social Workers based upon Activities and Questions developed by Disabled people, older people and carers with lived experience of using Adult Social Care.

· Thurrock Diversity Network – join us on 20th April 2017 from 6 pm to 8 pm at The Beehive, Grays, we’ll be looking at Thurrock Adult Social Care over the past 12 months.  Come along if you’re interested in finding out more about: Adult Social Care in Thurrock; How the Social Care Budget is spent; Adult Social Care Achievements and Priorities; Challenges facing Adult Social Care; Ideas for improvements; Getting involved and giving your views.
	

	8.
	THEME OF NEXT MEETING:

Recycling was suggested as a future topic.
	

	9.
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Suggested theme for future meetings – Environment/Air Pollution.

Les and Gerry thanked those present for attending meeting.
Date of next meeting:

Tuesday 18th July 2017 10 am to 12 noon at The Beehive, West Street, Grays, Essex RM17 6XP

Dates of Future 2017 Meetings:
Tuesday 24th October 2017
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